
Shaker Heights High School PTO: Meeting Minutes for May 16, 2016 
 
Co-Presidents Renee Boyle and Susan Vodrey called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM. The March 7, 2016 
minutes were approved and can be found online at www.shaker.org/hspto. 
 
Principal’s Report:  
Mr. Reed reported that the AP and IB testing had been completed and finals would begin the following 
week. 
 
Mr Reed discussed that there are many Ivy League college acceptances this year and one student who will be 
joining the Navy. He mentioned the many awards and accomplishments of many Shaker 2015-2016 students. 
A few of these mentioned are: 
 
• Thirteen High School students are Ohio History Day champions and qualify for National History Day. 
 
• Two Shaker students were honored in this year’s Congressional Art Competition. Claire Hummel, senior 

portfolio student, placed first in the Drawing category. Camille Lamb, ninth-grade Art Exploration 
Student, placed first in the Mixed Media category. - See more at: 
http://www.shaker.org/protected/articleView.aspx? iid=6G3U2Y0&dasi=2YB#sthash.TXCFmVQp.dpuf 

 
• Lauryn Hobbs has been named a 2016 United States Presidential Scholar in the Arts - See more at: 

http:// www.shaker.org/protected/articleView.aspx?iid=6G3003Y&dasi=2YB#sthash.2G63PZ6q.dpuf 
 
• Senior Hannah Barrett, an IB Diploma Programme candidate, has been awarded one of five non-California 

resident Stamps Family Charitable Foundation Scholarships to attend the University of California, Los 
Angeles (UCLA). - See more at: http://www.shaker.org/protected/articleView.aspx? 
iid=6G3UGYI&dasi=2YB#sthash.jBmG3z5U.dpuf 

 
• Senior Amani Hill won the Cleveland Princeton Prize for Race Relations, which honors students whose 

volunteer work improves race relations. Senior Mica Jordan was a finalist. Mica Jordan won a $2500 award 
along with a $2500 award for Shaker that will be split between three groups: Mac Scholars, “Beyond the 
Desk” and Youth Ending Hunger. 

 
• Senior Sarah Jacob was named a Gates Millennium Scholar for excellence in leadership, community 

service, and academic achievement. 
 
• Senior Allison Kao is one of 150 high school students nationwide to receive the 2016 Coca Cola 

Scholarship based on leadership and academic achievements. She also won three top awards at the NEO 
Science and Engineering Fair at Cleveland State, where 600 students from 80 schools competed. 

 
Please find more information on awards and accomplishments at 
http://www.shaker.org/Downloads/Student %20Accomplishments2016.pdf 
 
Mr Reed concluded his report with the date for prom planned for May 22nd and commencement on June 2nd.  
Renee Boyle and Susan Vodrey thanked Mr. Reed for being interim principal and gave him a gift. 
 
Teacher Liaison Report:  
Jody Podl, on behalf of the Shaker staff, thanked the PTO for hosting the teacher appreciation lunch and tokens 
of appreciation left in the mailboxes throughout the year. 
 
Jody said testing was wrapping up well and that the teachers were prepared for the changes to come in the 
new school year.  Renee and Susan thanked Jody for being teacher liaison and gave her a gift. 
 



Treasurer’s Report: Sheri Morford submitted a report: 
- Balance is $19,191 - includes presale for flower sale $12,152, does not include paying vendor for flowers 
- $50 Art Show Prize  ($50 budgeted) 
- $519.90 Levy donation (based on student numbers)  ($530 budgeted) 
- $28 meeting refreshments  ($150 budgeted) 
- $128 PTO Co Presidents discretionary fund spent  ($250 budgeted) 
- $100 memorial fund expense ($200 budgeted) 
- $1620 Teacher appreciation expense ($1620 budgeted) 
 
 
VP and Chair Reports:  
Financial Management: Julia Meyer reported that the goal of the Flower Sale (May 13 -14) was $13,300 
but is expecting a higher profit closer to $16,000 this year. There were many same day sales.  Many thanks 
to Flower Sale co-chairs Liz Montenegro and Leanne Sauerland, and all of the volunteers who worked on 
the sale. 
 
Educational Enrichment: Lisa Hamilton reported that the Senior Showcase will be on May 26th. There are 48 
evaluators signed up but 60-70 are needed. The senior reception will be at 5 PM and volunteers will be needed. 
The Shaker 2008 elementary teachers from the 2016 senior class were invited to the Senior Reception by the 
PTO and the students were encouraged to invite any teachers that they chose as well. 
 
 
Presentation:  
Senior Jason Lamonica, along with his trip advisors Mr. Berger and Mrs. Ersek, presented his Senior Project 
which reviewed a Spring Break immersion trip he took to Peru. The trip was coordinated by “Rustic Pathways,” 
a service program company. Jason presented a slide show and had a Q & A session afterward. The students 
stayed in local homes, camped, built a water tank and laid pipes in the ground for a clean water system. The 
students also enjoyed biking, zip lining and hot springs. The teacher advisors are hoping that the immersion trips 
become annual ones, alternating between Cambodia and Peru. 
 
Co Presidents Report:  
• Renee Boyle and Susan Vodrey presented the outgoing Board members with thank you gifts. 
 
• Renee and Susan presented a 2015-16 SHHS year in review slide show, which is also posted on the High 

School PTO web page. 
 
• The New PTO officers for the 2016-17 school year were installed by former presidents and nominating chairs 

Robin Eisen and Marisa Maury: 
 
Co-Presidents: Annette Himes & Maria Hunter  
Co-1st Vice Presidents: Lisa Hamilton & Lisa Vahey  
VP Communication: Debbie Weisman  
Co- VPs Educational Enrichment: Tammy Bell & Liz Duffett  
VP Financial Management: Jackie Duhamel  
VP Outreach: Susan Rotatori 
VP Parent Education & Advocacy: Sarah Divakarla  
Secretary: Molly Markey  
Treasurer: Betsy Potiker 
Assistant Treasurer: Sharyn Lowenkamp 
Nominating Co-Chairs: Renee Boyle & Susan Vodrey 
 
• 2016-17 school year SHHS Co Presidents Maria Hunter and Annette Himes thanked outgoing presidents 

Renee Boyle and Susan Vodrey for their service and presented them with gifts. 



 
• The New Board/Old Board meeting will be held on May 24th. 
 
• The first PTO meeting for the 1016-17 year will be on August 29th. 
 
• Tracy Peebles and Theresa Walsh, the 2016-17 Red and White Gala Chairs are looking for volunteers. The 

event will be held at the new downtown Hilton and will celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Red and 
White Gala. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 PM. 


